Introduction/Purpose: The anterior talofibular ligament (ATFL) is one of the most commonly injured structures of the lower extremity after an ankle sprain. Evidence of remote injury to this structure is frequently encountered on magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the ankle, with uncertain clinical significance. Previous studies in the orthopaedic literature have discussed the prevalence of abnormal MRI findings in asymptomatic patients, most notably with regards to the spine and shoulder. More recently, a study on the prevalence of peroneal tendon abnormalities on routine MRI of the ankle was published. However, to our knowledge, no such study exists for the ATFL. The purpose of this study is to determine the prevalence of abnormal findings of the ATFL on MRI in asymptomatic individuals.
